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CONTINUING EXTENSION ACT OF 

2010—MOTION TO PROCEED 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to Calendar No. 333, S. 
3153, and I send a cloture motion to the 
desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion, having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to S. 3153, Calendar No. 333: 

Tom Coburn, Jim DeMint, Mike Johanns, 
George S. LeMieux, Kay Bailey 
Hutchison, Lamar Alexander, Saxby 
Chambliss, Mike Crapo, John Cornyn, 
Jim Bunning, Michael B. Enzi, John 
McCain, Judd Gregg, Jeff Sessions, 
Robert F. Bennett, John Ensign, Mitch 
McConnell. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
FRANKEN). The Senator from Okla-
homa. 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I wish 
to spend a few minutes talking about 
where we are as a nation and what the 
future is for our children. 

We have at this point in time $12.6 
trillion worth of debt. We now have 
equivalent debt for every man, woman, 
and child in this country of $42,000. For 
our children who are under 25 years of 
age, in the year 2030, each one of them 
will be responsible for $1,113,000 worth 
of debt and unfunded obligations. If we 
think about what that means, it means 
that for our children who are under 25 
years of age, the ability for them to ex-
perience the opportunity that we as a 
nation have experienced in the past 
230-plus years is going to be put at 
risk. 

We have before us some things that 
need to get done. They have to get 
done. We have two options: We can add 
another $9.2 billion to that $12.6 tril-
lion we have today and bump up more 
than that $1,113,000, or we can relook 
into the mirror and say: Should we as 
Americans start making some of the 
hard choices that are going to be nec-
essary for us to get out of the mess we 
have created for our children? 

When I travel around the country— 
and I travel in Oklahoma—Americans 
are concerned about our future right 
now. What are their concerns? What 
does it boil down to in their hearts? In 
their hearts, they have this gripping 
sensation that what they have experi-
enced as an American may not be 
available for their children. It is a 
painful realization. Their hope for us is 
that we might change that outcome for 
their children. We have an opportunity 
to start that right now. 

By way of background, most of us 
know there is a tremendous amount of 
waste, fraud, abuse, and duplication in 
the Federal Government. Oftentimes, 
it is hard to weed out because every 
program, whether it is efficient or ef-

fective or not, has people who tout it. 
Our nature as politicians is to offend 
no one. That is our nature. How in the 
world do we accomplish what is going 
to be necessary in the next 5 to 10 years 
and solve this most difficult problem 
that we, the politicians, have created? 
America didn’t create this. The States 
didn’t create this. This problem was 
created in Washington. 

As has often been said, the easiest 
thing in the world is to spend some-
body else’s money. So the earnestness 
with which I come to the floor is to say 
we ought not be doing that, especially 
when we know there is waste and there 
is fraud and there is duplication and 
there is abuse in much of the Federal 
Government. 

I was reminded of the trouble the 
State of New Jersey is in. What the 
people of the State of New Jersey have 
said is: We recognize the problem, and 
we need to change things. So they 
elected a new Governor on the basis 
that he would make the tough deci-
sions about priorities to change the fu-
ture path—that he might change the 
path of the future for the citizens of 
New Jersey. He put forth a bold budget. 
As a matter of fact, one of the Senate 
Democratic leaders is helping him fix 
the problem. 

So we have a Republican Governor 
with a bold plan who has come forward 
to the people of the State of New Jer-
sey. They elected him by a fairly large 
margin and said: For us to have this 
great future we all want for our kids, 
we are going to have to do some things 
that aren’t necessarily pleasant, but 
they are necessary. It is kind of like 
when you have a child and they have to 
take a medicine, or the first time you 
take a child to the pediatrician’s office 
for their first set of shots. That is an 
easy visit. The hard visit is the second 
visit because they have a memory of 
getting the injections the first time. So 
all of a sudden you have resistance, 
you have resistance, you have resist-
ance to a medicine or a vaccine that 
actually fixes the problem, but there is 
a small amount of pain with it. 

So the Governor of New Jersey has 
started out on a bold, fresh course not 
because he is a Republican—it doesn’t 
matter the label. The fact is, the peo-
ple in New Jersey, in a bipartisan man-
ner, recognized they had to make 
changes. So we have unemployment in-
surance. We have COBRA. We have 
flood insurance. We have the doc fix for 
30 days. We have all of these things in 
front of us that we all agree we want to 
get done. 

Where lies our disagreement? It is 
very simple. One says we will declare it 
an emergency, not pay for it, and send 
the bill to our grandkids. The other 
says: Maybe it is time we quit doing 
that. 

What is the expectation of the Amer-
ican people in terms of how we should 
respond to that? A recent poll said 72 
percent of the American people, not di-
vided by party, pretty neutral between 
both parties, say the No. 1 issue in 
front of us as a nation is our debt. 

We had a warning from the rating 
agencies just 2 weeks ago that the 
United States of America is about to 
lose its AAA credit rating on its bonds. 
If you watched bond prices yesterday, 
what you saw was the yield shot up. 
The interest payment we are going to 
have to pay for when we borrow a huge 
amount of money is going to rise. 

One of the most significant things we 
could do to help ourselves is send a sig-
nal to the world that we are not going 
to wait until our bond rating crashes, 
that we are going to start taking the 
steps that are necessary for us to get 
back on a road to fiscal health. 

With all good faith, I think the ma-
jority leader and the minority leader 
tried to work out an agreement where 
we could perhaps accomplish this. We 
did not get there. Therefore, we find 
ourselves where we are going to have 
to have a debate, and we are going to 
have to discuss in front of the Amer-
ican people if we do these good things— 
and they are good—should we get rid of 
things that are a whole lot less good or 
should we take the immoral choice and 
not make any choice at all and pass it 
on to our children and grandchildren. 

That is the question of where the 
American people are today. The major-
ity and the President have had a great 
victory on health care, with not par-
tisan differences but policy differences 
with my side of the aisle. That is now 
the law of the land. Whether you be-
lieve CBO and how it is scored, the fact 
is, even if it saves that amount of 
money, that does not come close to 
solving any of our problems. 

We have had these multiple month- 
long extensions, of which none have 
been paid for, at about $9 billion to $10 
billion a month. We find ourselves, be-
cause we want to go home or we want 
to go on a codel or we want to cam-
paign or we want to fundraise, we want 
to make it easy and just pass it on 
down to the next generation. 

I cannot agree to that anymore, ever 
again; that, in fact, if we are going to 
spend money on things we know we 
ought to do, then the obligation ought 
to be on us to get rid of funds that are 
spent on things that are very much less 
important. That is the hardest thing a 
political body does, is that they end up 
isolating and irritating those who are 
well connected who have an interest in 
those lower priority items. It is hard 
for us because, as is our nature, we 
want to offend no one. But we are 
going to have to talk that out. I guess 
we are going to have to talk it out on 
the floor, and we are going to have to 
debate it. We are going to talk about 
what our true long-term future is if we 
do not change. 

I would rather us not be at this point, 
but when I wrestle with my own con-
science and as I visualize my grand-
children and the grandchildren of ev-
erybody in this body, I think it would 
be immoral for us not to have this de-
bate. 

I don’t know what the outcome of the 
debate is going to be and the ultimate 
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